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Hong Kong International Computer Conference 2012 Kicks off Today 

Explore How Enterprises could Create Opportunities and Manage Risk in a Volatile Economy 

Focus: Cloud Computing, Mobility and Social Media 

Survey: Over 80% Students Using Smartphone・80% of Whom Changed Handset in last 12 months 

Major Online Activities: Audio-visual Entertainment and Playing Social Media 

 

November 20, 2012・Hong Kong --- The Hong Kong International Computer Conference 2012 

(HKICC2012), organized by Hong Kong Computer Society (HKCS), kicks off today at Hong Kong 

Convention and Exhibition Center. The two-day conference is themed by “ICT in a Volatile 

Economy: Creating Opportunities and Managing Risk”. 

 

HKCS also announced the survey result on Smart Phone Using Habit of Hong Kong Students today. 

According to the findings, over 80% students are using smart phones. Among these students, more 

than 70% spend over 1 hour on smart phone while 15% spend more than 4 hours. And nearly 80% of 

them change a new mobile handset in last 12 months. Most of them spend less than HK$150 per 

month on telecommunication expense. Other than basic telephone calls and messenger, Hong Kong 

secondary students go online with smart phone mainly for audio-visual entertainment and browsing 

social media websites. And 85% respondents claimed they haven’t downloaded any paid mobile 

applications. 

 

HKICC2012 Opening Ceremony will be officiated by Mr. Gregory So Kam-leung, JP, Secretary for 

Commerce and Economic Development, The Government of the HKSAR. Mr. Gregory So, together 

with Mr. Stephan Lau, JP, President, Hong Kong Computer Society, Ms. Susanna Shen, Chairperson 

of HKICC2012 Organising Committee and Mr. John Chiu, JP, Chairperson of HKICC2012 

Programme Committee, will jointly host the ceremony.  

 

HKICC2012 will focus on how enterprises could survive, create opportunities and manage risk in a 

volatile economy, and further, strengthen competitiveness and lead the market. The conference 

covers a broad spectrum of latest Information and Communication Technology (ICT) development, 

especially in Cloud Computing and related topics like Cloud Infrastructure and Data Center, Big 

Data, Knowledge Management and Mobility and Social Media Enterprise. 

 

 



Mr. Stephen Lau noted: “ICT, in particular cloud computing, broadband and smart devices, develops 

so quickly that Mobility and Social Media become popular and hot issues for the conference. 

According to the survey conducted by HKCS in this October, over 80% students are using smart 

phones. Among these students, more than 70% spend over 1 hour on smart phone while 15% even 

spend more than 4 hours. Nearly 80% of them change their mobile handsets in last 12 months and 

most students spend less than HK$150 on telephone bills every month.” 

 

No. of smart phone owned No. of Student Percentage 

Do not own a smart phone 133 18.4% 

1 smart phone 523 72.4% 

2 smart phones 37 5.1% 

3 or more smart phones 29 4.0% 

 

Last time changing mobile handset(s) No. of Student Percentage 

1 month before 99 16.8% 

Half year before 194 32.9% 

1 year before 175 29.7% 

2 years before 61 10.4% 

3 years before and earlier  60 10.2% 

   

Average monthly mobile phone expense No. of Student Percentage 

Less than $50 227 38.5% 

$51-$150 267 45.3% 

$151-$300 60 10.2% 

$301or above 35 5.9% 

 

Average time spend on smart phone per day No. of Student Percentage 

Less than 1 hour 161 27.3% 

1-2 hours 202 34.3% 

3-4 hours 136 23.1% 

More than 4 hours 90 15.3% 

 

Stephen Lau continued: “other than basic telephone calls and messaging tools like SMS, Whatsapp, 

the most popular mobile applications among students are audio-visual entertainment tools and social 

sharing tools including Facebook, Twitter and Blogger; the percentages are 82.3%, 72.5% and 69.3%, 

respectively.” 

 

 



Mostly used smart phone applications No. of Student Percentage 

Phone/Messaging (Messaging tools including Messenger/ 

Whatsapp/ Skype/ QQ) 
485 82.3% 

Social Media (Sharing tools including Facebook / Twitter 

/Blogger) 
408 69.3% 

Audio-visual tools (Including music, video players) 427 72.5% 

Games 321 54.5% 

Learning (including like e-learning/ e-dictionary applications) 166 28.2% 

Email  111 18.8% 

Others 82 13.9% 

 

Mr. Lau explained: “The result only reveals the smart phone using habits of students, and I believe 

adults, particularly working people, will be even more dependent on smart devices to maintain 

business and social contact. As ICT advances further, I am certain that in the future, more innovative, 

advanced and multi-functional smart devices will be developed at accelerated speed and introduced 

to the market.”  

 

Mr. Lau furthered: “The importance of ICT in daily life could be easily observed form the results, as 

does its huge business potential and value. Actually, ICT is pervasive in all service sectors in Hong 

Kong and its importance to business operation is growing. To keep abreast of development, 

particularly in current volatile economy, one has to fully understand the latest information 

technology and its innovations. HKICC2012 aims to provide an excellent platform, for governments 

and business organisations to share and exchange useful IT information, and to assist enterprises in 

creating opportunities, managing risk as well as further promoting competitiveness and business 

value.”  

 

Ms. Susanna Shen addressed in her welcome remarks: “after the financial tsunami, the world-wide 

economy still faces many uncertainties. How could large corporations and SMEs maintain 

sustainability and even generate more value, create opportunity and manage risk under such volatile 

economy? ICT absolutely provides a better solution. And that’s why HKICC2012 set the conference 

theme to be ICT in a Volatile Economy: Creating Opportunities and Managing Risks.” 

 

Mr. John Chiu outlined the conference programme in the Opening Ceremony and explained, “The 

main focus of the conference this year is Cloud Computing. As Cloud Computing flourishes and 

matures, its application has become widespread. Thus we will intensively discuss Cloud related 

topics like Cloud Infrastructure, Data Center, Big Data and Knowledge Management, Cloud Security 

and so on. ” 

 

 



Mr. Chiu furthered: “I am confident that with the popularity of social media and mobile applications, 

Mobility in life and business inevitably will be the biggest trend in social development. Enterprises 

will create more opportunities and business value if they could understand better and take advantage 

of this new business model. Thus, we will discuss Mobility and Social Media Enterprise in the 

conference.”  

 

Ms. Shen noted that the conference has invited top speakers from ICT related corporations to share 

their unique views and opinions. Other speakers include relevant government officials, professors 

from famous local and overseas universities, chief ICT officers from local large organizations, 

authority figures from research and development centers, ICT enterprises founders and so on. Ms. 

Shen believed such big name speakers will definitely come up with more inspirations and new ideas, 

to assist enterprises in creating opportunities and managing risk. 

 

For detail speakers list and conference details, please refer to HKICC2012 official website: 

http://www.hkcs.org.hk/hkicc/2012/.  

 

About Hong Kong International Computer Conference (HKICC) 
 

The HKICC has been organised by the HKCS annually since 1978, to bring together IT professionals 

and business and government leaders from all over the world to explore opportunities that 

information technology can offer, and to share successes and insight. More than 600 delegates are 

expected to attend this year’s Conference, representing a variety of local and overseas public and 

private organisations. 

 

About Hong Kong Computer Society (HKCS)  
 

The Hong Kong Computer Society is a non-profit professional organisation established in 1970, 

which strives to improve and develop Hong Kong's Information Technology (IT) industry. Being the 

most well-established and the largest professional association in Hong Kong, the HKCS is dedicated 

to promote the highest professional standards for the industry. The HKCS members are from a broad 

spectrum of Hong Kong's IT industry, from corporate users to individual talents, all working together 

for the benefit of the industry. 
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Issued by:   Hong Kong Computer Society 

For Media Enquiry:  Please contact Davis Man of Man Communications Limited 
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Appendix 1: Smart Phone Using Habits of Hong Kong Students – Summary 

(Valid respondents：722，Students using smart phones：589)   

   

1. How many smart phones do you currently use?   

Choice Count Percentage 

A) 0 (End of questionnaire) 133 18.4% 

B) 1 523 72.4% 

C)2 37 5.1% 

D) >2 29 4.0% 

Total  722   

   

2. Which operating system does your smart phone run?   

Choice Count Percentage 

A) Android 406 68.9% 

B)IOS 89 15.1% 

C)Windows 21 3.6% 

D)Blackberry 4 0.7% 

E) Others 69 11.7% 

Total  589   

   

3. How much is your average monthly telecommunications bill?   

Choice Count Percentage 

A)少於$50 227 38.5% 

B)$51-$150 267 45.3% 

C)$151-$300 60 10.2% 

D)$多於$300 35 5.9% 

Total  589   

   

4. Which mobile application(s) do you often use? (multiple choice) 

Choice Count Percentage 

A)email 111 18.8% 

B)Social Tools (include sharing tools like Facebook/ 

Twitter/Blogger) 
408 69.3% 

C)Phone/SMS (include messenger/whatsapp/ skype/ QQ and so on) 485 82.3% 

D)Learning (include e-learning/ e-dictionary and other learning tools) 166 28.2% 

E)Music and Video (include music and video player) 427 72.5% 

E)Games  321 54.5% 

F)Others 82 13.9% 

Total respondents 589   

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

5. How many hours do you spend per day on smart phone?   

Choice Count Percentage 

A)<1 hour 161 27.3% 

B)1-2 hours 202 34.3% 

C)3-4 hours 136 23.1% 

D)> 4 hours 90 15.3% 

Total  589   

   

6. Have you ever downloaded any paid applications?（if No，please skip to question 9） 

Choice Count Percentage 

A) Yes 83 14.1% 

B) No 506 85.9% 

Total  589   

   

7. How many paid applications have you downloaded?   

Choice Count Percentage 

A) <3 39 47.0% 

B) 3-5 13 15.7% 

C)6-10 8 9.6% 

D)11-20 4 4.8% 

E)>20 19 22.9% 

Total  83   

   

8. How much did you pay for each application in average?   

Choice Count Percentage 

A) <$5 26 31.3% 

B) $5-15 34 41.0% 

C)$16-30 8 9.6% 

D)$31-50 6 7.2% 

E)>50 9 10.8% 

Total  83   

   

9. When was the last time you changed your mobile?   

Choice Count Percentage 

A) 1 month before 99 16.8% 

B) Half year before 194 32.9% 

C) 1 year before 175 29.7% 

D) 2 years before 61 10.4% 

E) 3 years before and earlier  60 10.2% 

Total  589   

 

 
  



 

 

10. How often do you change your mobile?   

Choice Count Percentage 

A) every half year 23 3.9% 

B) Every year 109 18.5% 

C) Every 2-3 years 311 52.8% 

D) Every 4-5 years 70 11.9% 

E) Every 5+ years 76 12.9% 

Total  589   

 


