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21st Century challenges call for creative solutions

Industry experts showcase IT opportunities and threats
to Hong Kong's digital future at HKICC2008 conference

21st Century challenges call for creative solutions. This was the message that
an audience comprising representatives from Hong Kong's information
technology community, major industry sectors including financial services and
senior government officials heard at the opening ceremony of the Hong Kong
International Computer Conference 2008

Boasting a heavyweight programme packed with internationally
recognised speakers as well as local experts, the two-day conference has
attracted the highest registration rate in the past five years.

Speakers at the opening ceremony included Guest of Honour, Rita Lau
Ng Wai-Lan, JP Secretary for Commerce and Economic Development of the
Hong Kong SAR Government, the President of the Hong Kong Computer
Society, Sunny Lee, as well as HKICC2008 Organising Committee chairman
Bernard Chan and Programme Committee chairman Professor Ching Pak
Chung. Industry experts showcased IT opportunities and threats to Hong
Kong's digital future in keynote sessions and breakout tracks during the first
day of the conference.

"Information technology in all of its ever-changing glory has been one
of Hong Kong's strengths for at least the last 60 years, and possibly even longer.
Technology has helped to put us on the map as one of the world's
acknowledged finance centres and as an attractive regional business hub.
However, economic developments and technological breakthroughs are
continuously offering new opportunities and new threats to our digital future,"
said the President of the Hong Kong Computer Society, Sunny Lee.



"Exploiting opportunities and minimising potential threats is what
HKICC2008 with is theme of Innovation — Creating Hong Kong's Digital
Future is all about. I am pleased to see so many members of the IT and
business communities, not to forget Government, paying such close attention to
developing and managing this critical component of our infrastructure," he said.

The day was dominated by the keynote sessions, including Jeremy
Godfrey, Government Chief Information Officer who kicked off the event with
a spirited vision of Hong Kong's Digital Future. He was followed by Dr Hon
Hsiao Wuen, Managing Director, Microsoft Research Asia who outlined the
challenges posed by and the potential offered by "The Power of Software +
Services".

The third keynote speaker was Dr James T Yeh, Chief Technology
Officer, IBM Greater China Group who tackled the issue of Services Science,
Management, and Engineering for Contemporary Services.

"This year, a lot of the interest from attendees was focused on the
discussion panels. That's no wonder considering the topics and participants,"
said Programme Committee chairman Professor Ching Pak Chung.

The first panel covered the Integration of the ICT Industry in the PRD
Region, and panelists included Zhang Ke Ke, Vice Chairman, Shenzhen
Science and Technology Association, Qiu Shi, Director, General, Science and
Technology Bureau, Zhuhai Municipal Government as well as Samson Tam
Wai Ho, the recently elected Legislative Councilor for the IT Sector Functional
Constituency.

It was followed by a panel discussion on How ICT Innovation Drives
Business supported by panelists including Daniel Lai, Head of Information
Technology, MTR Corporation Limited, Joe Locandro, Director, Group
Information Technology, CLP Power Hong Kong Limited and Michael Ma,
Vice President, Information Technology, American International Assurance
Company Limited.

The rest of the day was split into two tracks - Next Generation
Communications, Technologies and Services and Future Lifestyles, with
speakers ranging from Professor Tan Chung Jen, Chief Executive Officer,



Hong Kong R&D Center for Logistics and Supply Chain Management
Enabling Technologies talking about "Developing Logistics and Service
Technologies for Hong Kong Industries," and Jeffrey NG, Chief Executive
Officer, Zorpia Company Limited who addressed "International Social
Networking - Problems, Solutions and the Future."

"In some ways, the best is yet to come," said Organising Committee
chairman Bernard Chan. "Tomorrow we have keynote sessions on Promoting
Innovation and Technology Development in Hong Kong by Gordon Leung,
Deputy Commissioner, Innovation and Technology Commission, The
Government of the HKSAR and speakers in two parallel sessions — IT
Applications for the Community as well as Financial Services and Security."

"HKICC2008 has really become what we intended it to be when we
started planning earlier this year — a forum where stakeholders from business,
government and IT can showcase successes and help guide future
developments."

About HKICC2008

The HKICC is an annual event organised by the Hong Kong Computer
Society (HKCS). Its goal is to bring together IT professionals and business and
government leaders from all over the world to explore the opportunities that
information technology can offer, sharing successes and insight. More than 500
delegates attended last year's conference, representing a variety of local and
overseas public and private sector organisations.

The conference has already attracted an impressive list of local and
international speakers on a variety of issues that reach beyond IT and impact
Hong Kong's main economic pillars. A full programme outline can found
online at www.hkcs.org.hk/hkicc2008.



Hong Kong Computer Society (HKCS)

Founded in 1970, the Hong Kong Computer Society (HKCS) is an
established non-profit organisation dedicated to improving and developing
Hong Kong's information technology industry (IT).

Committed to promoting the highest professional standards, the HKCS
was the Hong Kong IT industry's first recognised professional organisation and
is still the largest. Members are drawn from a diverse array of IT users,
corporations and individuals who work together to enhance the industry's
capability and profile.

The HKCS plays a pivotal role in Hong Kong's ongoing development as
a regional technology hub. Its aims include providing a forum for the exchange
of information, and ideas among members, as well as working with the Hong
Kong Government and the general public on matters related to the IT industry
and its broader interests. For example, the HKCS' President is a key contributor
to the Government's Digital 21 Strategy and a member of the strategy's
Advisory Committee.
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