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Mr. Allan Dyer, chairman of IS SIG, presented a souvenir to Dr. Jan Hruska, the
CEO of Sophos Plc.
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will share it with all other REVS participants immediately.
Sophos has set up six research centers in the world in order t
analyze new samples and develop AV software upgrade on ¢
timely manner. They can normally come up with the software
upgrade within eight hours after a sample is received.

The Hon Ng Ching Fai, Epson Foundation Trustee presented a cheque of
HK$70,000 to Mr. Daniel Lai, President of HKCS in the check donation ceremony.

In accordance with HKCS’s mission to promoting and ,
encouraging computer education, HKCS establishes education®Me 25 1S-SIG members atterr:ded Lhe talk, which was well
foundation fund through commercial donations. To celebratd €c€ived. Many questions such as the naming standards o

this major step, Epson Foundation. has generously endowed‘%ruses’ security features of Windows and prosecution of
scholarship of HK$70,000 in a check donation ceremony. Wi OVEYOU and CIH were asked and satisfactorily answered

are positive that the fund will benefit the IT learning of our next PY Dr- Hruska.
generation.
New copyright law targets businesses
HKCS Information Security Special using unlicensed software
Interest Group (IS'SIG) The Intellectual Property (Miscellaneous Amendments)

HKCS IS-SIG invited Dr. Jan Hruska, the CEO of Sophos Plc. Ordinance 2000 was gazetted in July 2000 and it is intendec

to give a talk to its members on co-operation in the anti-virusthat it will be brought into force in 2001. One of the principal
(AV) industry on 14 November 2000. effects of the Ordinance is to make it clear that a company which

knowingly uses an infringing copy of a copyright work in
Dr. Hruska firstly discussed the problems of computer virus.connection with its business commits a criminal offence.
Some 60,00 different viruses are reported in the wide and mor . . _ -
than 3 new ones detected and reported each day. The mo%be Ordinance amends various existing provisions of the
damaging ones (e.g. the ILOVEYOU and NAVADAD) spread COPYright Ordinance by replacing the words *for the purpose
via MS Outlook and could corrupt the file registry of Windows. ©f trade or business™ with *for the purpose of, in the course of
The virus codes are developed in different countries on a 24 houf In connection with, any trade or business”. This clarifies that
basis. He emphasized that to develop an effective anti-viru§nder s.31 of the Copyright Ordinance anyone who “possesse:

software that can cure all new viruses is a difficult job. or the purpose of, in the course of or in connection with, any
trade or business...a copy of a work which is, and which he knows

Dr. Hruska went on to explain the AV industry has been co-or has reason to believe to be an infringing copy of the work”
operating for years. A programme called Rapid Exchange of Viruswill be infringing copyright and committing an offence.
Samples (REVS) is participated by more than 50 AV companiespreviously offenders had tried to argue that they were not liable
Whenever one company receives a sample of new virus, thejinder s.31 if they only used infringing software in their business
but were not actually in the business of dealing in such software
The amendments make it clear that this is not the case and thg
companies using pirated software will be liable, regardless of
what they are trading or the services they are offering.

The current penalty for a criminal offence under s.31is up to 4
years imprisonment and a maximum fine of HK$50,000 (level
5). Surveys conducted by the Business Software Alliance show
that well over 50% of businesses in Hong Kong are operating
pirated software. All companies need to reconsider their position
in the light of the new law and ensure that they are only using
properly licensed software.

(The above article was reprinted from newsletter of Bird & Bird

IS SIG seminar on Co-operation in the anti-virus (AV) industry on 14 November

2000. solicitors. Tel: 2248-6000)
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Hong Kong Computer Society
Spring Dinner 2001
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Kung Hei Fat Choy!

To celebrate the Year of the Snake, we would like to invite you to join us at the HKCS Spring Dinngr

2001 which will be held on 9 February 2001 at Macau Jockey Club (HK) Clubhouse. Your spous
family members and friends are also welcome.

The HKCS Spring Dinner 2001 will inevitably be an excellent and valuable opportunity for social an
business networking. Mahjong would be available from 5pm. Do not miss out this great evening
building and strengthening connections. Prizes are also to be won by you in the lucky draw. Come
join us now!

Details of the Spring Dinner are as follows:

Date 9 February 2001 (Friday)
Time : 17:00 Mahjong
20:00 Dinner

Venue:  Golden Restaurant( #4875 g ¥ 3g)
Macau Jockey Club (HK) Clubhouse ( 8" ¢ 55 &1 €7 Filt)
1/F., East Wing, Shun Tak Centre
200 Connaught Road, Central
Hong Kong

Fee $380 per person on a first-come-first-served basis

REPLY SLIP

Please send cheque payable to "Hong Kong Computer Society"

To : Hong Kong Computer Society
Room 1915, 19/F., China Merchants Tower, Shun Tak Centre,
168-200 Connaught Road Central, Hong Kong

Tel : (852) 25723145
Fax : (852) 2834 3003

I would like to join [ HKCS Spring Dinner 2001

Name : Daytime Tel :
E-Mail : Fax No. :
Company : Position :
Membership No. : Signature :

*Please give us a 48 hours prior notice if you are UNABLE to attend the event, otherwise a payment with
appropriate amount will be collected from you.
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Registration form should arrive office no later tf&nJanuary 2001.




